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SMALL BUSINESSES DONATE FENCE TOGETHER

By Carisa Biesecker

phone, contacted
Green Lizard
Lawncare in
Riverview, which
plans to donate a
year of yard mainte-
nance to the family,
and High
Maintenance
Landscape & Lawn
Care, located at
8575 Carey Rd. in
Lithia, which has
committed to a
year’s worth of pes-
ticide and fertilizer
treatments.

“IT HELPED THEM THROUGH A TOUGH TIME; FINANCIALLY, IT HELPED

THEM AT THE RIGHT TIME,” SAID MIKE KENNEDY OF FAMILY FENCE

REGARDING THE DONATION HE AND TWO OTHER LOCAL BUSINESSES
DONATED TO A LITHIA MARINE.

It's not everyday that people go
out of their way to perform a kind act
for another, but that’s just what Mike
Kennedy of Family Fence in Valrico
did when he received a phone call
from a local Marine in Lithia for a
quote regarding fencing.

Sometime around Memorial Day,
Kennedy received a call from a local
Marine who, for certain reasons, would
like to remain anonymous. Talking with
the trooper, Kennedy learned that he
had been discharged from Iraq due to
various internal and external injuries
caused by the fire of a tank round.
Having spent six months in the hospi-
tal, the soldier still requires hospital
visits to keep up his health.

Not following the status quo,
Kennedy decided to do more than just
give him an estimate for a new fence.
The business owner hung up the

Calling the
Marine back,

Kennedy said, “I told
him, ‘1 have good
news, more good
news and real good news,” letting the
resident know about the two business’
contribution as well as his donation of
200 sq. ft. of fencing. Kennedy chuck-
led, saying, “There was a long pause
on the other line.”

“It was an awesome thing. We try
to do something once a year and,
hopefully, this will inspire other people
to help others who have made it back
as well,” added Kennedy. “Let’s take
care of somebody who came back
[from the war] while they’re down. We
need to make sure these guys are not
forgotten and to lift them up in an area
they need help in. They are the ones
who have to fight the war for the rest
of their lives,” due to being injured or
having flashbacks.

For more information, contact
Kennedy at 679-1435.

RIVERVIEW FAMILY MEDICINE, PA.

Daniel Jasko, mp

Board Certified Family Practice

New Patients Welcome ¢ All Ages ° Pediatrics to Geriatrics
Hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday
SAME DAY APPTS. AVAILABLE

Now

Open

Beth Belof-Jasko, mp

Board Certified Family Practice

11966 Boyette Road * Riverview (813) 672-0408

Hrip A LocAL FAMILY HAVE CHRISTMAS

By Carisa Biesecker
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ANGELS AMONG US

1, whereat they will be given a
form to fill in a few details about
themselves so that their Secret
Christmas Angel will have a lit-
tle insider information when
choosing their gift. Participants
will be mailed their Secret
Christmas Angel’s information
on November 1. From there,
the Secret Angel must wrap
and mail his or her gift by
December 5.

With 100 percent of the
proceeds going to the family or
families, Trotti adds, “The more
angels who sign up and the

“THE NEED IS GREAT AND THE NEED IS HERE IN OUR VERY OWN

BRANDON,” STATES SHAWN TROTTI, A BRANDON FOUNDATION

ANGEL COORDINATOR WHO RECENTLY UNVEILED THE FOUNDA-
TION’S MOST RECENT ENDEAVOR, ANGELS AMONG Us

CHRISTMAS.

Helping to evoke a sense of commu-
nity and make a local family’s Christmas
come to fruition, Brandon residents and
Brandon Foundation Angel Coordinators
Shawn Trotti and Natalie Brock have
launched Angels Among Us Christmas.

With this new program, residents are
given the opportunity to become Secret
Christmas Angels, giving hope to a local
Brandon family who may otherwise have
no Christmas. Besides making a family’s
Christmas morning one of cheer, the pro-
gram also allows each “angel” the chance
to send a gift to another “angel,” making
everybody’s Christmas a bit more giving.

“There’s a huge need in our area,
and the people of Brandon all have huge
hearts. What better way to raise some
money to help a family in need than to do
a Christmas swap? It's such an inexpen-
sive, easy way to help spread a little
Christmas cheer. Plus, who doesn't love
a little surprise under their tree?” exclaims
Trotti, who, with Brock, is also a part of an
international Christmas project that is
being completed for a family in
Washington D.C., both having decided a
local project would be great to head as
well.

To take part, residents need only to
donate $20 made payable to the Greater
Brandon Community Foundation, P.O.
Box 3179, Brandon, FI 33509, by October

more money we raise will
determine if we are able to add
an additional family this year.
Our prayers are that we will be
able to choose at least two
families our first year.” She continues,
saying, “Our desire is to give them every-
thing they need to have a very Merry
Christmas, from the basics to the pres-
ents under the tree.”

Mentioning that there is a great need
this year, especially for gas cards, Trotti,
who, along with Brock, is a co-chair for
the Third Annual Evening of Hope, Angels
Among Us which is to take place on
November 7 at the Crossing Church in
Tampa, concludes, saying, “If $20, a little
time, and the desire to help make a family
have a merry Christmas is something in
your reach, then why wait, sign up today.”

Business owners also have an
opportunity to make a difference by mak-
ing a contribution of $40 which features
their business on the organization’s site
as well as event correspondences and
they will also partake of the Secret
Christmas Angel, writing their business
information on a 5 x 7 card.

Started in 2003 by area residents
Anne Nymark and Arlene Waldron, the
Brandon Community Foundation has
raised and provided over $600,000 to 53
charities within Brandon. For more infor-
mation, call Executive Director Diana
Niles at 689-6889 or visit
www.brandonfoundation.com or angelsa-
monguschristmas08.blogspot.com.
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